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Balle, Cindy and modirmer, some of Cebi's adorables Mean Baoies, mods fram necn
colourss punch frreao with a size 14 steal crochat hook. Thay cre stuffed with cotton,
the heods ore dise joinfed and the arms and fegs are threod jointed,

Teds Prom

Debi mMoCarthy-
Beckett of

Teds From
Threads creates
inspirational
crochet bear and
animals —

Kathy Marfin

reports
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hat's the definition of o troe bear actisch That

question will elicic ditferent answaars from

different people, For mae, o bear artist is
somnecne wiho can come upewith an avigingd concept and
develop it into an attractive and well made piece, Bven it
possessed the sewing skills needed to he a good bear maker
(eehich Delon'oh, Toouldn't be an atist because 1don't bave
the ability to transter my ideas inm a thiee dimensional
veality. | lack hath the vision and the skills, As a genoing
T of arnst bears, s anderstanding of my own creative
dehciencies leaves me with 2 near-reverent sense of awe
when | encovnter veal talent, Many artists lase inspived this
feeling in me, and the liest moodo s ik the subjeer of this
featome, Db MoCarthy Becketr who trades as Teds From
Threads.

[chi lives in the U5A in Server, Pennsylvania, aboot 30
mitles north of Pitlsburgh. She has recently married Bud, her
pravcteees of T years, and becween them they hive two grown
up children. Debi and Bud live on 8 acres, sharing their
spatce with 3 dogs, 4 eats and the fish in their water garden,
I serumds like an id}'llic caistence — they grow a variety of
coops and barvest and bowle everything they produce. [n the
midst of uil this, Debi finds the time o hold down g full ime
jobas o PC Support Specialist and run her besr making and
supplies business. Pechaps there are more than 24 Tuoures ina
day i Server, Pennayivanial

As o child, Db doved ber tedidicss ancd stalfed animals
il she attempied 1o make simple clothes Toe heedaolls. In
tirmne, these childhood fancies were abandoned until she
stumbled geross some auetions of linde hears crocheted from

Astern on Oddie Moodie moze from a combination of

punch threas-ond fun e

IS

thread. [1was o Road o Damascus experience for Debic "l
that fnstant ooy Jife was forever changed, as my inner child
cxploded and chortled with glee as i shoured *hdine!" Al
ke that T had found my newest addiction, & reason o

b kil again and an excuse W play with bears and dolls
pnee more,” ebt has been crocheting sinee the aee of 12
i crochet is one of her greatest pleasures, so 000 was o
nateral medivm Toe her bear making, Evan o, when she
beman crpormenting it was g pamstaking process of strting
something amd then opping 1 apart again when indidn™t wen
put g planned, In time, however, things came weether and
shie zold her fiest bear on Ekay in Belroary 2000, Since then,
1ehi has been officially hooked onomaking aod desipning
thrzad crochel bears and animals, ST0is almeost o Toem of
eediation Tor me as 1 g losn in ereating something,”™ she
s, T Tinel it gives me the fioe out | need fram this hectic
world.”

Db drawes inspivation for her creations Toom life and
nature, altheugh she savs that her bears setually do the
designing for her! “1 start out with ane ides momind and
Dt 1 koneva i, the bear tkes over and shows me what it
wands o be” The hardest part, she thinks, is ransferring an
idea From bor head o the hoeek and thread, ©Itcan spmetimes
wel frostrating trying o sculpt with thread bot the end resuls
ave warth it” One of her mast ariginal designs was actually
inspined by @ pattern created by Angela Tarcki as 8 challenge
far fhe thread smimals proup Debi belongs e =When |
s howe cute the pattern was | couldn’t resist altering it o
evelop v inte o "Puzzle-Bits' & pleee, In that cose Angela’s
ettt became my mspiration s create my plece.”

TEDEY BEAR STEME



D sells o pottern far o Bolure Frome beaswreare the

bear ey o separeia piciure frome in s arms, Anolhe

unusunl bear hos o wioring cleck inhis tumemy. You
prze the cock out fo crongs ballenes. &l tha bears in
the group pichure were mads with cane corlon nead
instoadd of pusce hread,

wint teddyvDearcens, ok

Tlicy, DCzbad's lotest Pursle-Bits Saar,

wand Tolicnin oieces

INFORMATION |

Yo con see o variaty
of Des's amozing
creationg by visiting
ey becls o inreo s,
oo, he s curmently
working with a lady on
SOFTIE N, Innosvative
iteras for threadd
crochet bears, Debkd
thinks they cne unigue |
“ar thread bears and
worth watching for, rou
can also order suppliss
onel pattarns from e
site

A Thanksgiving Puzee-Rits set, whale. .,
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These “Pugzle-Bis & bears are now Debis personal

laecorile m her repertoire, “They are such fun,” she
enthuses. “They are desigoed with mierlocking picces, This
meams the head, arms and legs will interlock into the hody,
making itwork just Uke o puzele, You can take hese Pursle-

Bit Bears aml Anirals apart anid put them together again as

many times as you want, They are Tike o 3-0 pugele. They
are nsually 2.5 inches orless insine.”
Dhebai shartesd ot uging perle cotton thread o make her

biears as 1 was all she conlid And in her arca, but having
Abovie - Sarga ano

il chizcovered punch thresd she was medintely converted, <1
Right - Taikse: more of '

lirve how it hrushes out to give a furey appeamance o your

Ceti's animal creaticns :
bears.” she explains, “IFcan also make the finished bear
look like it is made fenmaterial rather than thread ag the
himashing helps hide the stitches.” Altbough e thread is
her Tavorite, Debi hag also made bears from alpaca Lhreads,
chenifle thread and Tun fur thresds, She prefers (o make

miniature crachet bears, i sives ranging from 3.5 inches o

ANCirer Unusual Conoem
wit @ reindser nened into
a chair for Saata-bear 1251
an, The chair bas four legs,
Py s Fow carees rests ang
e neadiz diss jointed and

will turm from side o sicle.

A Teds From Threads €rochet
Bear Supply Kit & Pattern

It you're inspired to fry crealing thread saars, why not enter our competition? Debi s
givirg TS ons of her miniature threcd crochal beor supply kit and o paftern to give
avway. The ©it containg oondic punch threads in fed colours, o crachel hook, Block
oy Descs for éves, dises and cotter ping for joinfing. dall needles, darer needies.
ritsban, catton stuffing, embroidery fioss and several ather useiul fems, The pothem
fadtunes irsliuctions for three bears and shows how 1o mase differe rr.size maars from
the same pattam, .

Foyour chance fowin, anseer tha fallowing guestion and then comelete the
reigvant sectiaon of the rMultiple Cormpetition Entry Form on poge 420 Fost vaur enmy
te Cempelions Deportment, Teddy Bear Scene, Warnes Group Pulications, The
Moltings, West Streel, Baurne, Lings PENGFRH. The wincerwil be the sendaraf the

first czomeet onswer croeen friom the postbag after he closing date, Fricioy, 23
September 2008,

DUESTION: What 2 Debi's prefered (hread far making her crochet beors cnd
animalzd
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lezs than an inch. The bears ane stolfed with 10009 cotron ag
Dehi feels it gives a tiemer pack and the bears have o mone
solicd aned weighty fecl to them, [t is hard to get 2 needle
through it when youw stuff with cotton versos polvester,” she
sdmics, ot 1 eel the end result is worth the effor,”

The scarch For materials led wo Debi developing an
acdeditzonal side e her bear busingss, "One of the hardest
things | have Tounsd sinee | started making my bears angd
other animals frem thread is findieg oll the supplies you necd
inone convenient location, Some ieims wene pretty hard o
finel or you-had o ender eves Trom here, thread from thers
and vibbon from anether place. 5o, my frasieation in nding
supplies is what led me o open my own store and websie.”
Drelsi has pathersd together some basie supplics for making
thread animals, “This makes 10 essy 0 one-stop shop Tor the
supplics,”
Lemly charge for the actual shipping costs. Yoo could casily

she says, "Yow can arder in small quantities and

spend a el more i gas st running aeound trving o find
these supplies than it owould cost in shipping charges, | also
ship to international customers,”

Db bas o Favourite saving that soms up hee acticode
to Life and bear making. ©
your heart can believe it then vour hands can achieve i
My bears wre created
with love, mixed i with some colourlul threacs, o dash of

I o il can pereeive i, and
Drescribing ber creations she adds:

Fam, a tiny hook, o pinch of imaginatien, scoops of time

Beors mode from Debi's newest boar oattarn,

TECIY BEAR SCEME



